
 
 

Progression in Music 
 

Year 1 musicians will be able to… 
Explain what music is 

Identify what makes music 
Define key musical terms 

Explain what music does and how it makes us feel 

 
Year 2 musicians will be able to… 
Layer sounds using a variety of instruments 

Recognising the sounds and effects of instruments played individually and together 

 
Year 3 musicians will be able to… 

Recognise and use musical notation 
Respond to the role of music conductors/signals 

Manipulate sounds of pitched instruments 

 
Year 4 musicians will be able to… 

Identify key music composers – past and present 
Explore and compare some musical styles 
Read and write using graphic notation 

 
Year 5 musicians will be able to… 

Refine accuracy, fluency, control and expression as part of group performances 
Make conscious choices of instruments based on their sound 

Synchronise music 
Create increasingly complex graphic scores, including musical elements, such as duration 

 
Year 6 musicians will be able to… 
Understand the relationship between sounds 

Make appropriate choices of instrument based on intention 
Demonstrate increasingly detailed knowledge of graphic notation 
Perform with increasing accuracy, fluency, expression and control 
Refine skills and apply knowledge acquired in Year 1 to Year 5 



 


